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Greetings! 

We are happy to present this second issue of The ISLA News. For those of you who missed our June Premiere Issue,
please check your spam folder or your "social" or "promotions" folders if you have gmail.

In this issue, you will find reports of our recent activities, as well as educational news from around the nation and
the world and some educational trivia to entertain you.

This newsletter reaches hundreds of leading Muslim educators in North America and beyond. If you wish to
advertise a product or organization, please contact us.

Happy reading!
  

Editorial

August 2015
By Dr. Patricia Salahuddin, Board Member

  
Enjoy the journey. 

After 29 years in the classroom, on June the 12th , I turned in my keys, unplugged the whiteboard, cancelled my
email address and left the building. In retrospect, it was a journey of passion, love and learning. I love teaching.

Teaching taught me many lessons and the opportunities for spiritual growth were numerous.

For teachers beginning this rewarding journey, whether you are in the trenches or at the command station, I offer
the following advice:

In the field of education, professional development is placed in
the forefront; however to be truly successful as a teacher,
spiritual development must be given equal attention, if not
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Board Been up to?
 

Highlights

Shaza Khan:

Invited to provide
inservice to K-12 staff on
Social Emotional
Learning at Austin Peace
Academy, Jan 2014
 Co-authored article in
Islamic Horizons, March
2014

Mussarut Jabeen:

 Presented a workshop at
Al-Iman School on:
"Creating a Positive
School Culture."
Attended 2nd Annual
Faith Breakfast on March
19th at Wake Chapel
Church in Raleigh.NC.
Title of the presentation
was: "Raising
Compassionate Children
in Turbulent Times"; it
highlighted the
importance of social,
emotional and spiritual
development in young
children.
Spoke at the
Commemoration of Our
Three Winners to honor
our dear students and
their legacy. 

Patricia Salahuddin:

Attended a Character
Education Conference in
Washington D.C. hosted
by Character Education
Partnership.
Made a presentation to
graduate students at
Florida International
University (FIU). The
topic was writing .
Assisted in organizing a
halaqa session for sisters
in local Masjid .
Working with Muslim
Education Association to
form a Council of
Principal and School
Leaders in South Florida

Seema Imam:

Served on Dissertation
Committee at Lynn
University, Florida for
Allen Farina's Doctoral

Dissertation, A
Phenomenological
Study on Principal
Leadership in Islamic K-
12 Schools.
Muslim Students in
American Public
Schools: Rising to the
Challenge. Accepted
paper; Poster Session.
American Educational
Research Association
Annual Meeting. April
20, 2015. Educational
and Religious Diversity in
Public Schools. Invited
Symposium Speaker, 9-1.

spiritual development must be given equal attention, if not
more. Robert Marzano may teach you pedagogical
strategies, but the life skills needed to survive or withstand the
pressures and stresses inherent in the field of education, will
come as a result of you applying Islamic strategies. 

Fasting periodically helped me maintain calm during
stressful times. For example, when preparing for high stakes
tests, meeting with difficult parents, or preparing for a major
school event when anything and everything can go wrong,
fasting helped to keep me focused. 

Prayer also kept me focused. To make formal prayer while working in a non-Muslim environment required
creativity. Nonetheless, praying gave me quiet time to speak to Allah and reflect. The opportunity to retreat into
a much needed spiritual seclusion was priceless. 

On Sundays, I regularly attended an Islamic studies class at the Masjid. I cannot begin to tell you how beneficial
that class has been for me as a teacher.  For example, studying the historical constitution established by the
Prophet (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) when he arrived in Medina  document broadened my perspective of
establishing community in my classroom as well as within my department. By studying the meaning of the word
"Ihsan", I became more conscious that I should teach as if I could see Allah, and though I cannot see Him, surely He
sees me. So I became even more mindful of how I spoke to and treated my students, regardless of their behavior.

Our spiritual development is essential in our role as teachers or school leaders. So the best advice I can offer you as
an experienced teacher is: spend time developing your spiritual self. Granted, it is an ongoing process. I am still
working on mine, because developing spiritually is important at every junction of our journey.

This I share with you: Teaching is a form of worship. Prophet Muhammad (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) is the
perfect example of a teacher. Study how he treated his subject --with sincerity and dedication-- and his students
with love and compassion. Know that he was always aware of and true to his purpose -- to obey Allah. As you
develop your pedagogical skills, spend equal time developing skills in your spiritual life and make Prophet
Muhammad (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) the model that you emulate as a teacher.

In this most rewarding field of education, may Allah (subhanahu wa ta 'ala) grant you a successful and peaceful
journey.
 

 
Special to ISLA News

 2015 Annual Leadership Retreat

Registration Now Open

  



Symposium Speaker, 9-1.
Department of Education
& Niebuh Center for
Faith and Action, Frick
Center, Elmhurst College
April 18, 2015. Elmhurst,
IL 
Teaching With
Technology Means:
Integration, Invited
Presenter, April 4, 2015.
Islamic Society of North
America, ISNA
Educational Forum.
Rosemont, IL
The Mecca Tales,
Chicago Dramatists Post
Show Special Guest, April
3, 2015, Chicago, IL. 
Women in Islam: Stories
of Faith, Past and
Present, Invited Guest,
Women's History Month
The Chicago School of
Psychology, March 30.
Chicago, IL
Teaching From the
Heart: What Makes a
Good School Leader?
January 16, 2015. Islamic
Society of North America,
ISNA Educational Forum.
Anaheim, CA.
Islamic School Boards'
Challenges and
Purposeful
Engagement. Council of
Islamic Schools of New
England (11 Schools)
Board Retreat: Invited
Retreat Presenter.
November 9, 2014. West
Warwick, Rhode Island.
Islamic School
Principals' Challenges
and Purposeful
Engagement. Council of
Islamic Schools of New
England (11 Islamic
Schools) Principals'
Retreat: Invited Retreat
Presenter. November 10,
2014. West Warwick,
Rhode Island.

Karen Keyworth:

Doing research into the

philosophy of Islamic
education
Currently involved with
Islamic Schools Report,
Boston University.

Fawzia Tung:

Systemizing School
Functions, Invited
Presenter, April 2, 2015.
Islamic Society of North
America, ISNA
Educational Forum.
Visited by invitation four
schools from the Heli
Education Group,
ZhenZhou, Henan,
China; March 2015.
Educating Chinese
Muslim Children, Invited
speaker,
Forum on Images of
Chinese Muslims and
Cultural Integration,
University of

  
 

The Islamic School League of America 
2015 Annual Leadership Retreat 

Constructing Muslim Identity:
The Role of the School

December 4-6, 2015
New Braunfels, TX

 
Islamic Schools play an important role in their students' identity construction. However, Islamic schools face both
internal and external challenges as they aim to support students in developing a strong Muslim identity. Internal

and external factors, such as the early development of our schools and Islamophobia, have created new
challenges towards the construction of this identity.  

 
This retreat will examine the complex challenges Islamic Schools face, what it means to be Muslim in America,
and the Islamic school's role in the identity construction of its Muslim students. School leaders will be involved in
interpersonal development, reflective walks, discussions and development of an action plan to return to their

schools inspired by Islamic tradition.  
 

 Register Here! 
 

 

  

Conference Updates

  ISNA Education Forum 2015  
   By Matthew Moes                  

It was a big year for the ISLA family at the 2015 ISNA Education Forum held during the first weekend of April
near Chicago, IL. Presentations were given by several ISLA Board Members, past and present.
 
Among the current board members who participated, (in order of appearance):

 

Dr. Fawzia Mai Tung - Systematizing School Functions for Sustainability
Matthew Moes - Becoming a Teacher Leader
Dr. Seema Imam - Educating the Global Citizen: Integration of Technology in Classroom Teaching
Dr. Patricia Salahuddin was re-elected to continue serving with CISNA and also worked hard behind the
scenes as a member of the Education Forum Planning Committee.

 
Former ISLA Board Members also made a strong showing, beginning with Dr. Salah Ayari who made no less
than three presentations related to teaching and learning Arabic language. Dr. Nadeem Memon co-presented with
Sh. Zahir Bacchus on Tarbiyah: Creating School Climate with Islamic Values, and Magda Elkadi Saleh presented
during the Principals and Administrators Pre-Conference Workshop.
 
Longtime ISLA supporter Dr. Freda Shamma also presented on Planning Curriculum for Global Minded Students.
 
Perhaps the pinnacle of the weekend was when ISLA Executive Director, Karen
Keyworth, received the 2015 ISNA Education Forum's Annual Award in recognition
of "Lifetime Commitment and Service to Islamic Education in North America." Her
continuing role as co-founder and executive director of the ISLA was featured among
her many other contributions as a Muslim educator. ISNA Secretary General Hazem
Bata and CISNA President Safaa Zarzour presented the award.
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013B4ivHVsvx40Fw7qmqSqH40MwhWPhEvkyRrHQerx36jQOCmChaHxxutyYr-yO8P04T1Irg6XAU125EfKpECA7oFrOFPoHGfoGq0rFtSgXonFBaXJCGm6pp3jEVOesOCUbXgULvgXyNNmPMD-LapuJioejf5QohXWUncA15zxNMY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013B4ivHVsvx40Fw7qmqSqH40MwhWPhEvkyRrHQerx36jQOCmChaHxxutyYr-yO8P0DQxiluRzqkVw9V7zQt9WVWR0chDRZMV-K23KKJmjgHedoWpUAxwdwi3hAkwQOXcEaaNAvgDlRUexuV7ttmvRVF0WtgmjN1RaK5ea8DdtR-Y=&c=&ch=


University of
Indianapolis, February 2,
2015.
Attended and
represented ISLA at the
Fourth International
Conference on School
Choice and Reform, Fort
Lauderdale, FL, January
16-19, 2015
Contributed article on
American Muslim
Educators Abroad, Islamic
Horizons, March 2015.
Chinese Muslims: Who
Are They? Invited
speaker, Islam Awareness
Week/ Asian Pacific
American Heritage
Month, Arizona State
University, March 12,
2015.
 

               
 

  

 
ISLA board members also contributed a variety of articles to this year's Islamic
Horizons Mar-Apr Education Edition including:

Fawzia Mai Tung - Building the New Knowledge Economy in Muslim Countries,
which addresses Muslim American educators contributing to developments in
education overseas.
Karen Keyworth and Dr. Shaza Khan - Serving Education and Educators, highlighting the ISLA's efforts to
enrich Islamic school administrators and lead faculty at its annual retreat.
Dr. Patricia Salahuddin - Clara Muhammad: A Pioneer of Muslim Schools
Matthew Moes - Women and the Commitment to Girls Education in American Islamic Schools

American Educational Research Association Annual Conference
By Dr. Seema Imam 

A colleague, Dr. Patricia Hanson, and I presented a paper, "Muslim Students in American
Public Schools: Rising to the Challenge"  at the American Educational Research Association's
(AERA) annual conference through the poster session in Chicago during April of this year.
Whenever you attend something like AERA you realize the deep commitment that people are
making toward their educational beliefs. I always learn a lot and this year I was able to
make some decisions about my own research while we were there.  It is a conference that
attracts people from all over the world and it is really important for Muslims to be researching
and presenting our perspectives there. 
 
Character education is a topic of vital concern across the world. Last year I was invited to a thought leaders
meeting held in New York where individuals came from a variety of sectors, some from the Jewish faith, some
Catholic, and  a few other leaders to discuss what could be done to improve character education through a
collaborative effort. It was a very enlightening discussion and I quickly saw that we truly do have so much in
common in our focus to do good work in our private faith based schools. I look forward to working with them in up
coming events and may reach out to members of the ISLA list serve to get your ideas as well. 

 

Advertisement

Offers graduate and undergraduate

degrees in specialized Islamic fields



 Unlocking the Secrets of the Quran 
A Unique Approach to Tafseer 

Dr. Hamed Ghazali 
Click here to access digital video library!

(713) 231-3791 | www.alhudauniversity.org | info@alhudauniversity.org 
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Trailer of BBC2
Chinese School

Experiment
Clip from Episode 2, Are
Our Kids Tough Enough

 

Hot Topics in Education

Which Education Model Works Best? How Can We Tell?   
By Dr. Fawzia Mai Tung 

                  

In 2015, BBC partnered with Bohunt School, an excelling private school in Hampshire, UK to run a daring
experiment. Five Chinese teachers were brought in to teach 50 Year Nine students for four weeks, using the
prevalent Chinese method. At the end of that period, these students were tested, together with the remaining Year

Nine students, in Math, Science and Mandarin. Their results were then compared.

Taped as a three-episode reality show, this program has gone viral in the UK and China, and sparked numerous
international comments and discussions.
Read more ... 
    

                                            
     
                                                                                              

News from Around the World

Geoffrey Canada: Our failing schools. Enough is enough!                  

Why, why, why does our education system look so similar to the way it did 50 years ago?
Millions of students were failing then, as they are now - and it's because we're clinging to
a business model that clearly doesn't work. Education advocate Geoffrey Canada dares
the system to look at the data, think about the customers and make systematic shifts in
order to help greater numbers of kids excel.
 
Watch the TED talk!

Teacher Shortages Spur a Nationwide Hiring Scramble (Credentials
Optional)                       

ROHNERT PARK, Calif. - In a stark about-face from just a few years ago, school
districts have gone from handing out pink slips to scrambling to hire teachers.
Across the country, districts are struggling with shortages of teachers, particularly in
math, science and special education - a result of the layoffs of the recession years
combined with an improving economy in which fewer people are training to be teachers.
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Read more...  
  

FBI Looks Into 120 US Charter Schools run by Turkish Educators

The FBI is investigating a group of educators who are followers of a mysterious Islamic movement. But
the problems seem less related to faith than to the oversight of charter schools.
  
It reads like something out of a John Le Carre novel: The charismatic Sunni imam
Fethullah Gülen, leader of a politically powerful Turkish religious movement likened by
The Guardian to an "Islamic Opus Dei," occasionally webcasts sermons from self-
imposed exile in the Poconos while his organization quickly grows to head the largest
chain of charter schools in America. It might sound quite foreboding-and it should, but
not for the reasons you might think.

Read more... 

How High Schoolers Spent Their Summer: Online, Taking More Courses

 
As summer began, Dan Akim, a junior at Manhattan's ultracompetitive Stuyvesant
High School, planned to attend debate camp, to study for the PSATs and to go on some
family vacations.
Yet he felt that he could pack more into these months, so he also signed up for three
online courses, in precalculus, computer science and public health. While on car rides
with his family in Italy, he would sometimes use a mobile hot spot to chip away at one
of the courses, while his mother asked why he was not soaking up the view instead.
"Why not multitask!" Mr. Akim said.

Read more ...

  

Trivia & Leisure

Are You News Smart?                      

In July 2015, fragments from possibly the oldest copy of the Qur'an were discovered. Radiocarbon dating found the
manuscript to be at least 1,370 years old, making it among the
earliest in existence. The person who had written them was probably
alive at the time of the Prophet Muhammad.  
Where was this Qur'an discovered?

Email your answer to islanews@theisla.org. First correct answer
wins.
Winner is awarded right to submit to this column a question from a
recent lesson plan from your school.

*******************************************
Answer to last issue's trivia question:   
Zheng He.
Zheng He (1371-1433 or 1435) was a Chinese Muslim court eunuch,
mariner, explorer, diplomat, and fleet admiral during China's early
Ming Dynasty. Zheng commanded seven expeditionary voyages to
Southeast Asia, South Asia, Western Asia, and East Africa from 1405
to 1433.
Thank you to those of you who answered promptly and correctly! You
will be contacted for a submission question for our next issue.
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Editorial Board

An Untapped Teacher Resource: Pinterest
Shaza Khan, PhD
Curriculum Developer, Islamic Studies Teacher, ISLA Board Member

As summer dwindled away and the reality of a new academic year slowly began to set in, I started
to consider how I would approach my Islamic Studies classes this year, and in particular, how I would
improve the curriculum for my incoming middle school students by making it more exciting and
relevant.
 
This is, after all, one of my biggest challenges as an Islamic Studies teacher. For, even though I find
the Seerah to be inherently invigorating, somehow my middle schoolers didn't always "feel it" the
way I did. And, while the fiqh of ibaadah is so obviously relevant to them as they enter into the age
of accountability, I was met with deer-faced disillusionment as I discussed the conditions and pillars of
salah.
Read more ... 

We sincerely hope this newsletter will become an important communication tool between you, the Muslim
educator, and ISLA.
  
Sincerely,
  
Editorial Board
Islamic Schools League of America                       

                    
To subscribe to The ISLA News, please Click on the link "Join Our Mailing List" in the left block above.
To subscribe to our Islamic Educators Council & Network, please email islanews@theisla.org.                 
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