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Greetings! 

Asalaamu 'Alaykum!

Ramadan came and went as swiftly as a sweet breeze. And now, the few weeks between Eid ul Fitr and the start
of the new school year are also coming to an abrupt close for many educators. We are reminded, then, of how
fleeting time is, and how essential it is for us to use it wisely. 

When so many pressing issues need to be taken care of in these last days and weeks before school begins again, we
may find ourselves wondering how to squeeze everything in. Certainly, there are several time management books,
first-day-of-school tips for educators, and motivational talks around that are replete with beneficial information
on how to master this balance. 

But until they are paired with the Prophet's traditions, these tips may not provide the kind of benefit the
overworked Muslim educator is seeking. Traditions such as: praying as soon as the time comes in; being consistent in
acts of worship, no matter how small; and turning to Allah for beneficial knowledge and accepted deeds. We pray
that you start this year off to a blessed start by pairing your own favorite Prophetic traditions with the advice of
mainstream experts. 

As you gear up for the new academic year, peruse through this issue, keeping an eye out for information on the
new and exciting ISLA Leadership Academy, conference updates, and education news from around the nation and
globe. This newsletter reaches hundreds of leading Muslim educators in North America and beyond. If you wish to
advertise a product or organization, please contact us.

Happy reading!

 Special to ISLA News

The ISLA Leadership Academy: 
An Exciting New Opportunity for School Leaders!

The ISLA Leadership Academy Program has been developed by the Islamic Schools League of America for the sole
purpose of enhancing Islamic Schooling through a principal mentorship program. It is designed to enrich and guide
a select group of residents who are school leaders in the first cohort as it launches for the 2016-2017 academic
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Sr. Mussarut Jabeen

Current Position: 
Principal at Al-Iman School
Raleigh, NC (2005-current)

Education and Certifications: 
-Masters in Educational

Leadership
-NC Certified Principal 

-NC Certified HS Social Studies
Teachers

-Certified National Mentor

Inspirations: 
-Prophet Muhammad (saw),

Marzano, Ken Robinson,
Socrates

Favorite Leadership Quote:
"If your actions inspire

others to dream more, learn
more, do more and become
more, you are a leader." 

-John Quincy Adams

Dr. Fawzia Tung

Current Position: 
Educational Consultant, 

Tung Education Resources

Education and Certifications: 
-Advanced Diploma in

Education, University of
London

-MBBS, University of Jordan
-AZ Certified Principal

AZ Certified Secondary Teacher
with endorsement in French 

 
School Leadership

Experience: 
-Pax Academy

Tempe, AZ; Private School
Founder & Principal 

(2010-2012)
-Aim High Institute

Chandler, AZ; Charter School 
Charter Holder & Principal 

(2009-2010)
-Arizona Cultural Academy

Phoenix, AZ; Private Islamic
Principal (2001-2007)

Inspirations: 
-Maria Montessori, Glenn

Doman, Peter Gray

Favorite Leadership Quote:
"A leader is best when people
barely know he exists, when
his work is done, his aim is
fulfilled, they will say: we

a select group of residents who are school leaders in the first cohort as it launches for the 2016-2017 academic
school year. Educational Leaders who become residents in this program will have a qualified mentor and
participate in the program over the course of two years while they maintain their roles within their respective
Islamic Schools. 

Education throughout the country is in the midst of continuous change with development and improvement at the
forefront. Islamic Schools are further challenged in their unique circumstances, being relatively new and often
having less experienced leaders and teachers. Islamic Schools strive to stay focused on the absolute good that an
Islamic framework provides for a school while in the midst of a negative public curriculum, which is educating the
world negatively about Islam and Muslims. This challenge impacts the Muslim community, Islamic Schools, Muslim
families and students in a multitude of ways. A more focused and deliberate school leadership program stands to
enhance overall Islamic schooling in America. 

The ISLA Leadership Academy is excited to begin its first year of mentorship with qualified school leaders. Check out
the profiles of some of the Academy's mentors in the left column of this newsletter. 

Email sjetpuri@theisla.org if you have questions. Fill out an application for Principal Participation in the
ISLA Leadership Academy here. 

Save the Date!
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fulfilled, they will say: we
did it ourselves" 

-Lao Tzu

Dr. Seema Imam

Current Position: 
Associate Professor and 

Co-Chair of the National College
of Education, 

National Louis University

Education and Certifications: 
-BA in Elementary and Special

Education
-MA in Reading Specialist

-MA in Educational
Administration 

-EdD in Curriculum and Social
Inquiry

-EdD in Islamic Education

-Certifications in Elementary
Education, Reading, Special
Education K-12 and Middle

Level, Administrative Type 75
and Superintendent's License 

School Leadership
Experience: 

-Universal School,
Bridgeview, IL 

Founder and Principal
(1990-1995)

-Serving in Teacher Education,
20 years at National Louis
University with Tenure 

-Educational Consultant (US &
Abroad) 25+ years

-Classroom Teacher in Chicago
Public Schools, 16 years

Philosophy for Islamic
Education: 

Our greatest role model is in the
Prophet Muhammad (saw).

Islamic Schools should take the
tenets of Islam and deflect the
negative public curriculum that
swirls around them and build

schools that are morally strong
with high academic standards.

  

   

Conference News and Updates

Upcoming: ISLA Leadership Retreat 2016 
"Islamic School Leaders Advancing Literary and Creative Arts Curricula"

The annual ISLA Leadership Retreat 2016 will examine ways to advance literary and creative arts curricula, an
often hidden treasure in Islamic Schools where leaders frequently face challenges incorporating the arts into school
curricula. It will take place December 9-11, 2016 at the Dayspring Conference Center in Parrish, FL.

Leaders in schools must face the influence of popular culture as they strive to guide children toward a basic
understanding of living as Muslims in Western society. Challenges arise as contemporary art seems to revolve heavily
around human figures, music, negative lyrics and provocative dance performances.  

Yet, Muslim children have a rich heritage to draw upon through the great Muslim men and women in Islamic
civilization whose creative legacy was based upon the recitation of Quran, calligraphy, creativity, visual arts,
literature, architecture, geometry, mathematics, music, science and more. 

How surprising is it that the nature of the nib or pen tip lays out the Quran in such an artistic script? Or imagine in
your mind geometric designs you have seen on buildings with a wide array of colors that are derived from the use of
a sphere or triangle, offering the viewer an unbelievable visual and spiritual experience? Or what about an
architectural design that echoes the sounds of the adhan without modern microphones to be heard distances as
wide as the city stretches? 
 
Where do leaders of Islamic schools look to balance the issues surrounding the literary and creative arts and guide
teachers, parents and students to assess them?  When do leaders get time to do some critical thinking that can
provide leadership for students in their lives as Muslim in the western society? This retreat sets out to explore these
untapped treasures and guide leaders to create action plans to return to their respective schools to use in a
multitude of ways.
 
As in past years, the ISLA's 2016 Leadership Retreat is crafted upon the model of 'personal and professional
reflection' with rejuvenating activities, walks to contemplate and reflect, as well as speakers and displays that
offer opportunities for leaders to create their own action plan to use when they return to their schools.



School leaders will reflect upon and discuss questions such as the following: 

1.     How can we focus our schools to maintain morality at the core with unwavering focus on critical thinking
while implementing teaching through literature and the creative arts?

2.     What can we learn from the Prophet Mohammad's (saw) teaching methodology, the modern day teaching
methodology and other successful learning strategies to build even stronger schools?

3.     What can we learn from the historical perspectives in Islamic civilizations that can guide our creative arts
curricula?

4.     What are the resources from our historical past that we can access, which will guide leaders toward a
stronger implementation of creative arts around the recitation of Quran, architecture, calligraphy, creativity,
geometry, literature, mathematics, music, science, visual art, and more?

Participants will also: 

1.     Share their experiences and learn from fellow school leaders about the role that literary and creative arts
curricula can provide.

2.     Participate in contemplation, reflective walks and outdoor activities to rejuvenate spirituality, and focus on
the role that the creative arts can generate in academic achievement.

3.     Discuss ways for leaders to guide teachers, parents and students in increased leaning modalities through
literary and creative arts curricula.

4.     Create an action plan for implementing ideas from the retreat in their school upon returning.

Individual costs for the retreat include conference registration, meals, and lodging per person: 
Member $385

Non member $435

Member early bird $360

Non member early bird $410

Early Registration will open soon on the ISLA website at www.theisla.org!

Conference Briefings: ISNA Education Forum 
March 2016, Chicago, IL                      

Kathy Jamil, ISLA Board President, presented at the ISNA Ed Forum on "Collaborative Teams for Student
Achievement." The session focused on how teams work together, shared goals and norms, and how teams
effectively use data to drive instructional practices.

Dr. Fawzia Mai Tung presented on "Spaced Learning." The concept is grounded in research in neurophysiology, and
it has evolved since its application in the field of education and been validated through research.The method is
termed "Spaced Learning" because information is repeated three times with two ten-minute intervals or "spaces".
To demonstrate how it works, Dr. Tung, with the help of Dr. Mussarut Jabeen, incorporated a simple lesson about
the geography of China into the presentation using this methodology.

Dr. Seema Imam presented "Technology in the Digital Classrooms, Where Teachers Prepare for the Future." She
covered reading from the digital textbooks, maker spaces, using ISTE standards and lots of links and resources. Use
of technology in teaching and learning has been a sustained focus of Dr. Imam's work, and on June 8, 2016
Rowman and Littlefield published the book, Addressing the Needs of all Learners in the Era of Changing
Standards where her chapter, "With New Standards in Mind: Selecting and Integrating Educational Technologies
for Student Success" was published.

Dr. Patricia Salahuddin also presented at the 2016 ISNA/CISNA Education Forum. In her workshop session,
"Refocusing on Testing: Assessing for Student Success," Patricia emphasized the importance of making the testing
experience comprehensive and authentic. The interactive workshop examined multiple assessment strategies such as
pre-assessment, formative and summative. With the use of video, participants were also able to see how some of
the strategies are used in the classroom. The idea is to make testing a learning experience for teacher and student.
Insha Allah, assessment will become accepted as a natural part of the learning process.
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Offers graduate and undergraduate

degrees in specialized Islamic fields

 Unlocking the Secrets of the Quran 
A Unique Approach to Tafseer 

Dr. Hamed Ghazali 
Click here to access digital video library!

(713) 231-3791 | www.alhudauniversity.org | info@alhudauniversity.org 
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Hot Topics in Education

Can an Islamic School Switch to Charter? 
By Dr. Fawzia Mai Tung 

                  

June 4, 2016 marked the 25th anniversary of the phenomenon known as
charter schools. On that day, the first charter school law in the US was
signed in Minneapolis. Today, 42 states and the District of Columbia boast
a grand total of around 6,800 charter schools serving about 3 million
students. It is obvious that the charter school movement has been
successful, despite much opposition from staunch district school supporters.

By definition, a charter school is publicly funded and privately run. The
majority of people agree that this defines a charter school as public. Thus, can a faith-based school apply for a
charter? If yes, then can a faith-based school retain its faith identity and carry out the same curriculum it had as
a private school?

Read more ...
           

News from Around the World
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Half of UK Primary Schools to Switch to Shanghai Math               

Move comes after tests showed British pupils were 3 years
behind Chinese.
Half of primary schools will adopt the traditional Chinese method of maths
teaching in a Government drive to stop British youngsters falling behind
their Asian counterparts.
They will ditch 'child-centred' styles and instead return to repetition, drills
and 'chalk and talk' whole-class learning.
Teachers will be offered training, textbooks and advice on how to adopt
the 'Shanghai maths' method.

Read more ... 

Study Assesses Impact of Common Core

 
To keep up with the demands of the new Common Core curriculum
standards, teachers have made major changes to their lesson plans and the
instructional materials they use. Principals aren't getting much push-back
from parents about the switch to Common Core. And the number of
students reaching proficiency on the new multi-state tests was much lower
than on the state tests they replaced.

Those are some of the findings of a study released this month by the Center for Education Policy Research at
Harvard University.

Read more ...

UK Islamic School Teaches Anti-ISIS Skills

  
An Islamic school is giving students as young as 11 classes in order to help
them recognise violent propaganda to prevent jihadists from grooming
them online.

More than 600 students aged between 11 and 16 attend the Al-Hira
Educational and Cultural Centre in Luton, Bedfordshire, each week for
weekend and evening classes on the Koran.

The school syllabus promotes peace and now teaches children to recognise
violent propaganda online and use the Koran to determine whether the
message they are being told is false.

Read more ... 

Trivia & Leisure

Are You News Smart?                      

The largest Islamic school in this country has now (April 2016) lost its
appeal to retain federal funding, and consequently is in danger of
closing down. A total of six Islamic schools came under review following
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closing down. A total of six Islamic schools came under review following
allegations of mismanagement of funds. Three of them have now been
allowed to keep their funding while the Malek Fahd Islamic School,
which enrolls 2,000 students, will lose its 19m funding. In which country
is this school located?

Email your answer to islanews@theisla.org. First correct answer wins.

*******************************************
Answer to last issue's trivia question:   
Arizona and Colorado.

29 states had less than 5% of their students enrolled in charter
schools, while 11 states had up to 9.9%. Other than Arizona and
Colorado, only the District of Columbia had more than 10% of its
students enrolled in charter schools in 2012-13.

Editorial Board

We sincerely hope this newsletter will become an important communication tool between you, the Muslim educator,
and ISLA. Send us your thoughts and feedback at islanews@theisla.org.
  
Sincerely, 

The Editorial Board
Islamic Schools League of America                       

                    
To subscribe to The ISLA News, please Click on the link "Join Our Mailing List" in the left block above.
To subscribe to our Islamic Educators Council & Network, please email islanews@theisla.org.                 
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