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Greetings!

Asalaamu 'Alaykum!

As Muslim Americans, many are wondering what a Trump presidency means for our collective future as a country
and as an ummah. Yet, as educators, we realize we must immediately refocus on how to best prepare our students
for the next four years, and indeed, for their future in this world and the next. 

Questions raised by a Trump presidency regarding rights, freedoms, respect, and more are readily addressed
through Literary and Creative Arts. This begs the question: How does the concerned Muslim educator integrate these
questions and related topics into their curricula to ensure efficacy and impact? 

The ISLA invites you to participate in this year's leadership retreat, where Islamic school leaders will discuss these
and other issues uniquely relevant to our students and schools. Read on to find out more about this year's theme! If
you haven't already done so, click here to register for the ISLA 2016 Leadership Retreat!

Editorial

Why Should Leaders Care About Literary and Creative Arts? 
Dr. Seema Imam, 2016 ISLA Leadership Retreat Program Chair

As leaders in Islamic Schools, our plate is always full and we wear many hats. Yet this cannot excuse us from
the responsibilities of becoming better leaders. To be a better leader, we must keep abreast of our subject matter
and the realities facing those whom we lead.

The reality is, our students constantly engage in consuming and creating popular culture which is
saturated with music, television, social media and other visual arts. This fact alone demands that Islamic school

leaders understand these cultural forms and also play a more central and critical role in mediating them. By
doing so, they facilitate the opportunity for our students to become self-aware
and more deliberate in an understanding of themselves. 

The annual ISLA Leadership Retreat is working toward just that. This year's theme is "Islamic School Leaders
Advancing Literary and Creative Arts Curricula." The sessions help attendees engage in leadership around
curricular design that can address these concerns. 
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Anse Tamara Gray has
extensively studied the
Islamic sacred sciences

under leading scholars in
Syria. Her education in this

field includes Islamic
jurisprudence and

theology, Quranic sciences,
and Arabic grammar. 

 
In addition, she holds a
Masters in Curriculum

Theory and Instruction and
is pursuing her Doctorate in

Education.
 

Anse Tamara Gray is also
the founder of Rabata, an
organization dedicated to
promoting positive cultural

change. She is the author of
many publications. 

Learn more about Anse
Tamara Gray and her
foundation, Rabata.

Sessions include, "Leadership and Engagement in Curriculum Design, Maximizing Art Inspiration, Student Capacity
and Value Rich Cultural Understandings." School leaders aim to create harmony between our students' desires to
be engaged in these art forms, educators' need to be culturally relevant, and Islamic guidelines, while developing
a finer understanding of curriculum design.

Throughout the retreat, leaders will have the opportunity to consider their curriculum and how literary and
creative arts can enhance student experience. In addition, we will focus on how these subjects can be used to
teach critical thinking. Schools and their leaders can uncover the hidden curriculum
and understand Islamic contributions while considering the role of leaders and teachers in the development of the
curriculum and student experience.
 
While most principals have adequate qualifications for school leadership, not everyone has expertise in curricular
theory and design, and some may be limited in their knowledge of the sacred sciences. These possibilities in and of
themselves require us to seek more knowledge, enhance our own understandings and lead with purpose and
integrity. We hope that this year's retreat will provide the opportunity for all of this, and more.

 
Special to ISLA News

 2016 Annual Leadership Retreat

Early Bird Registration Ends Tuesday Nov.15!

  
 

The Islamic Schools League of America 
2016 Annual Leadership Retreat 

Islamic School Leaders 

Advancing Literary and Creative Arts Curricula 
December 9-11, 2016

Parrish, FL

 Register Here! 
  Early Registration Deadline: November 15
Regular Registration Deadline: December 2
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ISLA Annual Leadership Retreat: Building from Feedback

What is the ISLA Annual Retreat? You, the prospective attendee, certainly
wonder whether the cost, time and effort is worth your attendance. On the
other hand, we, the ISLA Board, also wonder whether our own time, cost and
efforts meet your needs and expectations.

To plan for this year's retreat, the board of the Islamic Schools League of
America first took a deep look at surveys from past attendees. We wanted
to put a finger on the pulse of our attendees, and to find out whether the
experience was overall a positive outcome worth everyone's hard work.

Apart from logistical elements, the board looked at participants' responses on programming. Responses were
overwhelmingly positive, with the majority giving the program a 5/5. Comments included, 

"This retreat changed my life in many ways the first time around and continues to do so each time..."

"May Allah bless the ISLA Board for all the work you do to organize this - the most useful education related
conference I have been to...." 

"I greatly benefited from this retreat and appreciate the effort and time put into it. I am taking a lot back with
me! ..." 

"This retreat was extremely beneficial for me and I can't wait to go back and soak it all in..." 

"I didn't really know what to expect, but I'm leaving inspired with a lot of specific ideas & inspiration and helpful
spiritual reminders." 

Interestingly, repeat attendees particularly commented on a new feature last
year, inviting a keynote presenter, "Imam Zaid was a beautiful addition." 

Consequently, we decided again to invite a guest presenter this year, Sr.
Anse Tamara Grey. She is a unique scholar, with knowledge in the sacred
sciences, educational leadership, and curriculum design. Please click on the
link to the interview we have of her on our Facebook page.  

The retreat is held in natural surroundings, conducive to reflection and
rejuvenation. This contributes to the atmosphere of sisterhood and brotherhood

among presenters and attendees. This year, our retreat is moving just south of Tampa, Florida. The DaySpring
Conference Center is a beautiful place with a variety of accommodations and sceneries, from greenery to a lake,
and even includes canoeing and a canopy walk!
 
The Board wishes to thank past attendees for their heartfelt good wishes: "May Allah continue to bless you all and
your families. May He always bless these gatherings and bring more baraka to all of the schools that strive for
what's best for our precious students, parents, staff, board, community. Ameen!"

Can Literary Elements Endear Students to the Qur'an?
Dr. Patricia Salahuddin

Before responding to that question, one must identify or define literary elements. Literary elements may be found
in literature, but they are typically studied in prose and poetry. They are the tools the author uses to
communicate a message to the reader. 

Literary elements such as metaphors, repetition, syntax, rhetorical questions and many others are the
spices that add flavor and enhance the meaning of poetry or prose for the reader. The more the reader knows
about these literary elements, the better he/she
understands the poem or the story. 

Are these elements found in the Qur'an? Absolutely! 

Are we teaching students to apply what they learn
about the literary elements in reading the Qur'an? 

Are we allowing students to examine how literary
elements are used in the Qur'an? 

Are students experiencing the awe and beauty of



Are students experiencing the awe and beauty of
Qur'anic language in English or in Arabic? 

These rhetorical questions are not seeking a reply or a response. As the Qur'an itself often does, the questions are
designed to make you think and perhaps ask more questions about how our students are experiencing literary arts
in our schools. 

Are we taking full advantage of teaching these literary tools in advancing the students' love for the Holy Qur'an?
 
I invite you to join ISLA at the Leadership Retreat, where you and your colleagues will explore, examine and
experience these questions as we examine the theme, "Advancing Literary and Creative Arts Curricula."
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Offers graduate and undergraduate

degrees in specialized Islamic fields

 Unlocking the Secrets of the Quran 
A Unique Approach to Tafseer 

Dr. Hamed Ghazali 
Click here to access digital video library!

(713) 231-3791 | www.alhudauniversity.org | info@alhudauniversity.org 
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News from Around the World

  
    What a Trump presidency means for K-12 Schools              

Republican President-elect Donald Trump spoke about education only in broad terms on the campaign trail,
leaving plenty of uncertainty about how his administration now intends to handle policy questions ranging from
standardized testing and school accountability to the treatment of transgender students.

But Trump's stunning election is likely to mean a clear contrast with some key Obama
administration policies, including a vigorous push for federally funded private school
vouchers and a downsizing of the Education Department, which has arguably exercised
more influence under Obama than at any other point.

Read more ...

      

Jittery Future of Higher Education after Election
    
    Many academic leaders fear the president-elect could scare off foreign students,
encourage discord on campuses and promote the anti-intellectualism that won him broad
support from non-college-educated males. UPDATE: American Council on Education
congratulates president-elect.

Donald Trump stunned the pundits and confounded the pollsters on Tuesday by being
elected president of the United States. Many in higher education -- including many college

leaders who had long lists of objections to Hillary Clinton's plan for free public higher education -- were horrified
by the prospect of a Trump presidency.

Read more ... 

   

UK Islamic School Wins Right To Segregate 

Ofsted (Office of Standards in Education, UK) was wrong to penalise an

Islamic faith school over its   gender segregation policies because they

affected girls and boys equally, a high court judge has ruled.

Ruling on an Ofsted report contested by the British school, which cannot be named,

Mr. Justice Jay said that the criticism was invalid as it didn't discriminate between the genders. 

Read more ... 

Editorial Board

We sincerely hope this newsletter will become an important communication tool between you, the Muslim
educator, and ISLA.
  
Sincerely,
  
Editorial Board
Islamic Schools League of America                       

                    

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EPatPNj-SU5fCbCgfRiE7qxjForSZ6y8qcCjkCAvgZXZnlOKIeEh3LjHE3VDm7xQPAlZ3M0PNg7yQNC2ZnALWPWad_8XTCAmmwFj7RlRQg98ak7TNxpFwpOI4rPpVTtt5RpaHXmNKbhnEVnQixbxQ7K2ZW0t5LRxGH6mPULeMUg2uo_wHHql7YCQAEgLReA7ooe5P4mE2ZtYzWkgFBYnRGlZoFInm975UjHcXRe3KCLG_AaFTaJzXg-kduOci7h-XKsyx8S9sdgbOWfZqsLiqMwkuVMOtTiQU89fosOohxe1lZIE4w6LFJG6Cr466fL3&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EPatPNj-SU5fCbCgfRiE7qxjForSZ6y8qcCjkCAvgZXZnlOKIeEh3LjHE3VDm7xQKdmcX9K9sIijhHpPBKSXA6g0YTNvUD2_stbwM1VbVr6UdYSQjh7ODG0cRPvP6zHSE0JzjYB-76I4Gm7lgNvhuIcxXwrfpENfJOVGUO46ZQv1-WqyVzAfVptoaYeJWqnXsBOys_KOaMhXFS23hOpyDq5Sh9p6JvYbYd1X1k_skToozBR-qc6oCggaCJzWMmejvWp7xA8iVlC9fUocvZ2e6w==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EPatPNj-SU5fCbCgfRiE7qxjForSZ6y8qcCjkCAvgZXZnlOKIeEh3LjHE3VDm7xQRCCXWLkR74N8sIW0sEoUvNaMD0T9sX8VnpEz1DHIYD7V3rfhwVTfvxeDen42wU56v1mFhTLz0q-f7Nd1YOjC-jZ50Vv8vGJT9T5yAyMc4k2wjjJIoLcC0FZbi7KUREPfkOEpJ85jPtT9_miqTYBKNOdowTCyX1DKl_4hYKfuaYhOvCiKZq_poP8_1fzUaFeuVY1FuQkpJKY_MumaQBgWhjBKGkZjCloJ889NZyNErnJrnzh0xR3VKzjYMEK4zjPH&c=&ch=


                    
To subscribe to The ISLA News, please Click on the link "Join Our Mailing List" in the left block above.
To subscribe to our Islamic Educators Council & Network, please email islanews@theisla.org.                 

mailto:islanews@theisla.org

	Ofsted (Office of Standards in Education, UK) was wrong to penalise an Islamic faith school over its   gender segregation policies because they affected girls and boys equally, a high court judge has ruled.

