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Greetings! 

Welcome to The ISLA News, ISLA's quarterly newsletter. We are happy to offer this new service for our subscribers, free
of charge.

In this issue, you will find reports of our recent activities, such as our Third Annual Retreat in New Braunfels, Texas;  as
well as news from our member schools, educational news from around the nation and the world and some educational
trivia to entertain you.

Happy reading!
  

Editorial

May 2015
Kathy Jamil
The ISLA - Board Chair

 
By Allah's grace, Islamic Schools in the U.S. continue to grow into strong institutions that shape the
identity of our children. We work to ensure faith is rooted, knowledge is imparted, and good
character is practiced. How much more critical is our purpose in helping children strengthen their
identities as Muslims than the times we are living now? Our schools play an important role in
providing students sound and relevant understandings to give them purpose, and teach them how to
live in the world. These understandings must provide a balanced, grounded approach to challenges
that are applicable in the times we live in. It is firmly rooted in God-consciousness (taqwa) and engages society as a

whole for its betterment.
 
This is no easy task for schools, but we are learning and growing with and from our students. In the Quranic chapter,
The Cave (Suratul Kahf) the Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, traveled with a young companion (fatah) whom Musa
would mentor. During this time, Musa would also seek knowledge from Khidr, peace be upon them. Musa was a
teacher and a student. To be successful, we need to be of those who seek out knowledge, while being of those who
impart it.  
 
The ISLA's Retreat in October will focus on a school's role in constructing the identity of students. Make sure to read The
ISLA Newsletter for updates on the retreat and other ISLA happenings. It is our hope we will continue to keep our online
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What Has the ISLA
Board Been up to?

 
Highlights

Shaza Khan:

Invited to provide
inservice to K-12 staff on
Social Emotional
Learning at Austin Peace
Academy, Jan 2014
 Co-authored article in
Islamic Horizons, March
2014

Matthew Moes:

Presented at ISNA
Education Forum on
Teacher Leaders, April
2015

Mussarut Jabeen:

 Presented a workshop at
Al-Iman School on:
"Creating a Positive
School Culture."
Attended 2nd Annual
Faith Breakfast on March
19th at Wake Chapel
Church in Raleigh.NC.
Title of the presentation
was: "Raising
Compassionate Children
in Turbulent Times"; it
highlighted the
importance of social,
emotional and spiritual
development in young
children.
Spoke at the
Commemoration of Our
Three Winners to honor
our dear students and
their legacy. 

Patricia Salahuddin:

Attended a Character
Education Conference in
Washington D.C. hosted
by Character Education
Partnership.
Made a presentation to
graduate students at
Florida International
University (FIU). The
topic was writing .

Assisted in organizing a
halaqa session for sisters
in local Masjid .
Working with Muslim
Education Association to
form a Council of
Principal and School
Leaders in South Florida

Seema Imam:

Served on Dissertation
Committee at Lynn
University, Florida for
Allen Farina's Doctoral
Dissertation, A
Phenomenological
Study on Principal
Leadership in Islamic K-
12 Schools.
Muslim Students in
American Public

ISLA Newsletter for updates on the retreat and other ISLA happenings. It is our hope we will continue to keep our online
community of professionals connected and learning together. With over six hundred members on the IECN list serve,
there is much to learn and share as teachers and students.
 
 
 

 Special to ISLA News

Tribute to Deah, Yusor and Razan                                    
By Mussarut Jabeen 

                          
A loving tribute to honor my dear students Deah, Yusor and Razan, who will always live in my heart. Their memories
and legacy will be a source of inspiration for generations to come!
With love,
Mussarut Jabeen
 
Three Beautiful Souls
 
You have touched many lives today and forever
With your compassion, love and splendor!
 
Your lives truly inspired the entire world
In an astonishing way your stories will be told,
 
Our prayers and gratitude will always be there for you
For a legacy you've left behind for many not just few!
 
You are martyrs, victorious and a ray of hope
Your passion will grow in both intensity and scope!
 
Deah, Yusor and Razan, your endless spirits ascend
For generations to come your legacy won't end!
 
You are icons of love, hope and light
Three beautiful souls that are pure and bright!
 
                 
I feel compelled to write for the first time how I feel about losing three beautiful souls! Deah Barakat, Yusor Abusalha
and Razan Abusalha were three outstanding young individuals I knew since they were in elementary school. All three
of them were involved in community service, very compassionate, lively and extremely talented. Read more ... 
 
  

Conference Updates

  From an attendee: ISNA Education Forum 2015  
   By Munazzah Shirwani                     

Fresh ideas and Sage wisdom for this new-to-the-classroom teacher: ISNA Education Forum 2015
Packing list: Quran - check. Lesson plans for the road - check. Things to read and listen to - check.
Resources to share - check. Passports- check. Snacks- check. Gas- check. Devoted husband willing
to learn more about Islamic school education, while humouring my passion for p.d. - check.
Read more ...
 
  

Teaching the Heart at the ISNA West Coast Education Conference        
By Dr. Shaza Khan

January 16-17, 2015; Annaheim, CA  

The heart of the individual IS the heart of Islamic education. The Prophet Muhammad (saw) was sent to perfect our
character, and character emanates from the heart. The theme was wonderfully interwoven into everything-- from
the sessions to the jummah khutbah to the dinner and luncheon speeches.  
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American Public
Schools: Rising to the
Challenge. Accepted
paper; Poster Session.
American Educational
Research Association
Annual Meeting. April
20, 2015. Educational
and Religious Diversity in
Public Schools. Invited
Symposium Speaker, 9-1.
Department of Education
& Niebuh Center for
Faith and Action, Frick
Center, Elmhurst College
April 18, 2015. Elmhurst,
IL 
Teaching With
Technology Means:
Integration, Invited
Presenter, April 4, 2015.
Islamic Society of North
America, ISNA
Educational Forum.
Rosemont, IL
The Mecca Tales,
Chicago Dramatists Post
Show Special Guest, April
3, 2015, Chicago, IL. 
Women in Islam: Stories
of Faith, Past and
Present, Invited Guest,
Women's History Month
The Chicago School of
Psychology, March 30.
Chicago, IL
Teaching From the
Heart: What Makes a
Good School Leader?
January 16, 2015. Islamic
Society of North America,
ISNA Educational Forum.
Anaheim, CA.
Islamic School Boards'
Challenges and
Purposeful
Engagement. Council of
Islamic Schools of New
England (11 Schools)
Board Retreat: Invited
Retreat Presenter.
November 9, 2014. West
Warwick, Rhode Island.

Islamic School
Principals' Challenges
and Purposeful
Engagement. Council of
Islamic Schools of New
England (11 Islamic
Schools) Principals'
Retreat: Invited Retreat
Presenter. November 10,
2014. West Warwick,
Rhode Island.

Karen Keyworth:

Doing research into the
philosophy of Islamic
education
Currently involved with
Islamic Schools Report,
Boston University.

Fawzia Tung:

Systemizing School
Functions, Invited
Presenter, April 2, 2015.
Islamic Society of North
America, ISNA
Educational Forum.
Visited by invitation four
schools from the Heli
Education Group,
ZhenZhou, Henan,

the sessions to the jummah khutbah to the dinner and luncheon speeches.  
 
One of the most powerful moments was during the opening plenary session, when Dr. Sadiq
(clinical psychologist from Shifa Psychological Services in Alberta) asked, "Take five seconds
and consider: Where is your heart right now?" In that moment alone, attendees were moved
from being external audience members focused on note-taking and information-seeking, to
direct participants in the process of becoming aware of their own hearts and what it means to
teach from the heart to the heart.  
Read more...
  

Nurturing the Natural at the ISLA Leadership Retreat
By Dr. Shaza Khan

December 14-16, 2014; New Braunfels, TX
 
On a warm December afternoon in New Braunfels, TX, school leaders
from across North America gathered together to discover how their
schools could "Nurture the Natural in Children's Learning." The
participant powerhouse included approximately thirty-five full-time
Islamic School Principals, Vice Principals, and Department Chairs
that service anywhere from 100 to 800 students. Islamic School
League of America (ISLA) hosted the retreat, planning and executing
sessions that were meant to be both informative and interactive.
Read more...
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ZhenZhou, Henan,
China; March 2015.
Educating Chinese
Muslim Children, Invited
speaker,
Forum on Images of
Chinese Muslims and
Cultural Integration,
University of
Indianapolis, February 2,
2015.
Attended and
represented ISLA at
Fourth International
Conference on School
Choice and Reform, Fort
Lauderdale, FL, January
16-19, 2015
Contributed article on
American Muslim
Educators Abroad, Islamic
Horizons, March 2015.
Chinese Muslims: Who
Are They? Invited
speaker, Islam Awareness
Week/ Asian Pacific
American Heritage
Month, Arizona State
University, March 12,
2015.
 

               
 

  

 

Hot Topics in Education

To Segregate or to Mix, That Is the Question
By Sr. Khadijah Fouad, 
PhD Candidate, Indiana University

            

Islamic School leaders often wonder whether they should segregate their students by gender by a certain age, or not.
Concerns over modesty often create the impetus for the discussion, while on the other end of the spectrum, helping
students learn how to interact with the opposite sex in the real world pushes the other side to maintain the mixed-
gender setting.

 
Islamic reasons aside, what does the research on this issue show, in terms of academic benefits for
single-gender classrooms?  Read more...
  

News from Around the World

 Finland's Top-Ranking Education: Replace Subject-Based Teaching
with Phenomenon-Based Teaching                   

For years, Finland has been the by-word for a successful education system, perched at the top of
international league tables for literacy and numeracy...
 
Which makes it all the more remarkable that Finland is about to embark on one of the most
radical education reform programmes ever undertaken by a nation state - scrapping traditional

"teaching by subject" in favour of "teaching by topic".
 
  Read more ...

Homeschoolers Growing in Numbers across the Nation                       

As the dissatisfaction among parents with the U.S. education system grows, so too does the number
of homeschoolers in America. Since 1999, the number of children who are being homeschooled has
increased by 75%. Although currently the percentage of homeschooled children is only 4% of all
school children nationwide, the number of primary school kids whose parents choose to forgo
traditional education is growing seven times faster than the number of kids enrolling in K-12 every
year.
Read more...
  

Gates Foundation Bets on Online Education to Improve the World

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation celebrated its 15th anniversary by announcing its intentions
to improve the lives of people in poverty-stricken countries through technological advancements and
betting on online education to extend to billions worldwide.

"We're putting our time, resources and credibility behind this bet, and asking others to join
in."
 
Read more... 

New AZ Education Superintendent Fails to Get Rid of Common Core
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The national Common Core academic standards will continue to be taught in Arizona, after the state
Senate killed a bill to repeal them Monday.
House Bill 2190 would have required schools to revert to the Arizona academic standards used in 2010.
Read more ... 
  

Trivia & Leisure

Are You Smarter Than an Islamic School Student?                       

Name the great Muslim navigator who led seven expeditions through South-East Asia,South Asia,
the Middle East and East Africa from 1405 to 1433.

The 1405 expedition consisted of 27,800 men and a fleet of 62 treasure ships supported by
approximately 190 smaller ships. A treasure ship was on average 12-14 times the size of the Nina of
Christopher Columbus' expedition.

Email your answer to islanews@theisla.org. First correct answer wins.
Winner is awarded right to submit to this column a question from a recent lesson plan from your
school.

Editorial Board

We sincerely hope this newsletter will become an important communication tool between you, the Muslim educator,
and ISLA.
  
Sincerely,
  
Editorial Board
Islamic Schools League of America                       

                    
To subscribe to The ISLA News, please Click on the link "Join Our Mailing List" in the left block above.

To subscribe to our Islamic Educators Communication Network (IECN), please  click here.
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