
The Islamic Schools League of America (ISLA) is dedicated to carrying out critical and

foundational research on Islamic education and full-time schools. ISLA surveyed full-time

Islamic schools to study the impact of COVID-19 on student enrollment for the 2020-2021

school year. ISLA has the most up to date database on Islamic schools, which was used for data

collection. To not oversample from any school, only principals and heads of school were

instructed to complete the survey. In addition to directly emailing the survey to over 300

schools from ISLA's database, the survey was also shared via two communication networks

designated for Islamic schools. The survey was administered in October-November, 2020.

Responses were received from a total of 81 Islamic schools. The findings can help Islamic

schools make data-based decisions to mitigate the impact of COVID-19.
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The chart below represents the

percentage of schools that started the

academic year virtually, hybrid, or on site.

The majority of the schools began the year

with the virtual method of instruction

(49%). 

B E G I N N I N G  O F  A C A D E M I C  Y E A R
M E T H O D  O F  I N S T R U C T I O N

The survey participants represented all

regions of the United States, as well as

some participation from schools in

Canada. 
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In terms of enrollment trends, 79% of

Islamic schools experienced a decline in

enrollment in various degrees. Around 11%

of schools experienced an increase in

enrollment, while 10% were not impacted.

I M P A C T  O F  C O V I D - 1 9  O N
E N R O L L M E N T  A T  F U L L  T I M E
I S L A M I C  S C H O O L S  

The chart below represents the percent enrollment decline per the number of schools. The

most common trend was a 20-30% decline in enrollment. 
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As the academic year progressed, the

majority of Islamic schools are providing a

hybrid model of instruction (59%). 

C U R R E N T  M E T H O D  O F
I N S T R U C T I O N
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The graph below represents the enrollment trends per the school establishment year

brackets. Schools established in 2011-2020 experienced the least decline in enrollment.
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According to the survey responses, the grade

level that experienced the most enrollment

decline was Pre-Kindergarten, followed by the

elementary grade levels. 

G R A D E  L E V E L S  M O S T  I M P A C T E D  B Y
E N R O L L M E N T  D E C L I N E S  
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School leaders were asked to select the

contributing factors to enrollment declines

at their schools. The most frequently

selected option was the financial standing of

families, followed by the fact that local

schools offer virtual learning options. 

F A C T O R S  C O N T R I B U T I N G  T O  T H E
E N R O L L M E N T  D E C L I N E
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School leaders were asked to report on the trends in families requesting financial assistance

for tuition, as well as the ability of the schools to fulfill these requests. Around 67% of schools

experienced an increase in requests for financial assistance. In terms of providing financial

assistance, 60% of the schools increased their allocation for financial assistance. 

F I N A N C I A L  A I D

Increase in Requests

66.7%

No change 

31%

Decrease in Requests

2.4%

Islamic school leaders were asked to share the methods they have employed to mitigate the

impact of COVID-19 on student enrollment. One of the frequent entries was regarding tuition

assistance and working with families on a case by case method in terms of payment plans.

Schools also frequently reported the importance of clear and consistent communication

with parents to keep them engaged regarding quality programming and safety precautions. 

Many schools had to increase their efforts in fundraising and marketing, including social

media presence. Some schools had to make budgetary cuts, which included reducing staff

members. Schools reported that the hybrid model enabled them to mitigate enrollment

declines and accommodate working parents. Government assistance helped schools cover

financial deficit areas while actively working on enrollment for the next academic year. 

M I T I G A T I N G  T H E  I M P A C T  O F  C O V I D - 1 9
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In summary, ISLA's survey indicated that most Islamic schools experienced enrollment

declines for the 2020-2021 academic school year. The most impacted grade levels were Pre-

kindergarten and K-5. Schools are actively trying to mitigate the impact of COVID-19, which

includes transitioning to hybrid models of instruction, tuition assistance, parent engagement,

marketing, and active recruitment.

S U M M A R Y

An average of 56% of private schools in the United States experienced enrollment declines

for the 2020-2021 academic year (CATO, 2020). In comparison, Islamic schools have

experienced a more drastic decline in enrollment. ISLA's survey indicated that 79% of Islamic

schools experienced enrollment declines. On a school level, Islamic school boards and

administration need to collaboratively strategize and plan to sustain and increase

enrollment. 

Private schools across the country are trying to mitigate the impacts of COVID-19 on student

enrollment. To accommodate parents, many private schools are offering hybrid models and

making accommodations for working parents. Islamic schools need to continue to survey

their parent population to keep them engaged and learn how to meet their needs to sustain

enrollment levels. 

The COVID-19 pandemic highlighted the urgency for creating sustainable financial models

for Islamic schools. With the anticipated enrollment declines and reduction of donor-based

funding, Islamic schools must plan to find creative and diverse funding sources to create

emergency funds for financial aid and enrollment sustainability.

On a visionary level, Islamic schools must differentiate themselves from local public and

private schools. Islamic schools need to communicate and provide the value of integrated

Islamic education. The vision of integrated Islamic education needs to be embedded in

COVID-19 strategic planning and across the curriculum. 

I M P L I C A T I O N S  A N D  S U G G E S T I O N S  F O R  I S L A M I C  S C H O O L S
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