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What is the most 
common argument against 

school choice?



SCHOOL CHOICE 
WILL DESTROY

PUBLIC EDUCATION!!!
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State EdChoice Share Year First Enacted

Arizona 6.6% statewide 1997 (tax-credit scholarship)
2011 (education savings account)

Florida 5.5% statewide 1999 (voucher*)
2001 (tax-credit scholarship)

Wisconsin 27.5% Milwaukee
4.5% statewide

1999 (Milwaukee voucher)
2013 (statewide voucher)

Indiana 3.8% statewide 2009 (tax-credit scholarship)
2011 (voucher)

Ohio 12.1% Cleveland
3.5% statewide

1995 (Cleveland voucher)
2006 (statewide voucher)

* Later struck down by state supreme court.



Source: EdWeek Research Center, (2021b, September 1), State Grades on K-12 Achievement: 2021 Map and Rankings, Education 
Week, https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/state-grades-on-k-12-achievement-2021-map-and-rankings/2021/09





“A strong and statistically 
significant association is clear 

between education freedom and 
both academic scores and 

academic gains.”

Source: Wolf, Patrick. J., Greene, Jay P., Ladner, Matthew., & Paul, James D. (2021, March). Education Freedom and Student Achievement: Is More School Choice 
Associated with Higher State-Level Performance on the NAEP? (Page 18). Department of Education Reform, University of Arkansas. https://cpb-us-

e1.wpmucdn.com/wordpressua.uark.edu/dist/9/544/files/2018/10/education-freedom-and-naep-scores.pdf





“We  find  evidence  that  as  public  
schools  are  more  exposed  to  private  

school  choice,  their  students  
experience  increasing  benefits  as  the  

program  scales  up.”

Source: Figlio,  David N.,  Hart,  Cassandra  M.  D.,  &  Karbowni,  Krzysztof, (2020), Effects of Scaling 
Up Private School Choice Programs on Public School Student, NBER Working Paper No. 26758, 4.



“In  particular,  higher  levels  of  private  
school  choice  exposure  are  associated  

with  lower  rates of suspensions and 
absences, and with higher standardized 

test scores in reading and in math.”

Source: Figlio,  David N.,  Hart,  Cassandra  M.  D.,  &  Karbowni,  Krzysztof, (2020), Effects of Scaling 
Up Private School Choice Programs on Public School Student, NBER Working Paper No. 26758, 4.
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Do school choice 
opponents modify their 

rhetoric based on the size 
and scope of the school 

choice proposal?



Source: Bedrick, Jason & Tarnowski, Edward J., (2021, August 19), How Big Was the Year of Educational Choice? Education Next,
https://www.educationnext.org/how-big-was-the-year-of-educational-choice/



Q: Who said it?

“I believe [this educational choice  
bill] would be the beginning of the 

end to public education.”



A: Kentucky Gov. Andrew Beshear

“I believe [this educational choice  
bill] would be the beginning of the 

end to public education.”



Source: Bedrick, Jason & Tarnowski, Edward J., (2021, August 19), How Big Was the Year of Educational Choice? Education Next,
https://www.educationnext.org/how-big-was-the-year-of-educational-choice/



Scale of Anti-Choice Rhetorical Intensity
(2) Mild: Concerns about potential negative effects that should be monitored, but 
do not rise to the level that the policy should be opposed.
(4) Moderate: Temperately stated concerns about likely negative effects, 
particularly on funding streams.
(6) Strong: Strongly worded concerns about likely negative effects, particularly on 
funding streams. (e.g., siphon, divert, etc.)
(8) Severe: Strongly worded concerns that the policy will significantly disrupt 
district school operations. (e.g ., drain, harm, weaken, diminish, erode, undercut, 
etc.)
(10) Catastrophic: Alarmist claims that the policy will fundamentally undermine 
the ability of district schools to function. (e.g., degrade, cripple, hobble, deplete, 
attack, privatize, etc.)
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(11) Apocalyptic: Alarmist claims that the policy will lead to the destruction of 
public education. (e.g. destroy, dismantle, eliminate, end of public education, etc.)



(8) Severe: Strongly worded concerns that the policy will significantly disrupt 
district school operations. (e.g ., drain, harm, weaken, diminish, erode, undercut, 
etc.)





“I'm asking you to vote this bill 
down. If not, vote yes and put us out 
of our misery, put the final nail in the 

coffin of public education.” 
– Arkansas State Rep. David Tollett



“We once again see public education  
with its neck inside a guillotine, getting  

ready to have his head cut off.”
– Kentucky State Sen. Reginald Thomas



“This latest legislative move in Missouri has 
been sold as one that will benefit low-income  
families, but public school leaders fear it’s a 
step toward the dismantling of public school 

districts and the privatization of public 
education.” 

– Kansas City Star editorial



Source: EdChoice, Charter Member AAPOR Transparency Initiative (American Association for Public Opinion Research), & Braun Research. (2021, July). 2021 
Schooling in America: What Do the Public and Parents Say About K-12 Education and Schooling During the COVID-19 Pandemic?https://www.edchoice.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/08/2021-Schooling-in-America-PROJECT.pdf





Thank You!

Email: jason@edchoice.org
Twitter: @JasonBedrick

mailto:jason@edchoice.org


Do school choice 
policies drain public 

school coffers?



Source: Smith, Aaron Garth., Schwalbach, Jude., Barnard, Christian., & Campbell, Jordan. (2021, September 30). K-12 Education Spending Spotlight: An in-depth look 
at school finance data and trends. Reason Foundation. https://reason.org/commentary/k-12-education-spending-spotlight/TABLE 2



Source: Smith, Aaron Garth., & Campbell, J., (2021, September 30), Benefit costs, not school choice programs, are the real drain on public education spending, 
Reason Foundation, https://reason.org/commentary/benefit-costs-not-school-choice-programs-are-the-real-drain-on-public-education-spending/
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