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Agenda

1 CAPE & ONPE Updates: Security, Title IX, Funding Guidance

2 Supporting YOU in 2022-23

3 Upcoming Programs

4 Poll for ISLA Retreat Theme



CAPE 
01     |    Coalition of national organizations and state affiliates serving private K-12 schools

02     |    Lobby/advocacy/guidance to DOE/ Office of Nonpublic Education on behalf of private schools

03     |    Host 2 board meetings annually

04     |    ISLA is a member; we attend to remain abreast & further disseminate info concerning private schools

05     |    Membership is approximately $4,000 / year

ONPE 
01     |    Office of Non Public Education

02     |    Part of the US Government

03     |    Host an annual 1-day conference to keep nonpublic school officials, including our org and ombudsman,
              abreast of issues impacting our schools, including funding, policies and new ideas in education



CAPE Update: 

Safety On Campus 

― Chris Joffe, Joffe Emergency Services



Key Takeaways

1

Safety Action Items

2 30-Second Lockdown

Doors locked, blinds shut, everyone in safe 
corner.

3 Practice Reunification Drills*

4 Create an Interdisciplinary Threat 
Assessment Team*

Doors need to be locked & locks need 
to be engaged!

5 Person in Charge + Successors

5 Tips for Lockdown Drills*



Practice Reunification Drills 

How do you have kids get back to their parents after the emergency?

● The only part of the emergency response that parents see/witness
● Opportunity to build trust
● Important in true crisis situations!



Interdisciplinary Threat Assessment Team

Team Members

● Head of School
● Mental Health Specialist

○ Counselor (school or community, part-time basis of 2-3 hours/month)
● Security Team Member or Staff Member from Drop-Off / Pick-Up
● Visual Arts / Activities Teacher*
● English Dept. Chair*

*English / Visual art teachers recommended as students may express issues in 
writing and artwork

Suggested
● Have a required once a month meeting
● All members have the ability to initiate ad hoc meeting as needed



Tips for Lockdown Drills

Lockdown Drills vs. Active Shooter

● Lockdown = appropriate response to active shooter, swarm of bees, etc
● Active shooter scenario causes people to shut down

Drills Should be Checked for Fidelity

● Are they really working? 
● “Hide” a student– does the teacher notice? 
● Practice with Principal not on campus- How does it go? 
● Pretend a door has a fire behind it– what do you do now?

Practice
 

● 13-14 hours/year with staff
● Half of this training is live,  includes students



Safety Priorities

Physical Safety
● Make sure everyone is safe, physically

○ Close the door
○ Turn off the lights
○ Blinds shut

Psychological Safety
● Do something to engage with each other

■ Play an eye blinking game, Play a card game silently

Communication
● Communicate to let people know what to do next, etc…
● Have you communicated to faculty/staff are we coming back tomorrow? 

Leadership 
● Someone takes leadership to let people know what to do



Crisis Response Resources

1

2 ISLA Crisis Response Toolkit

IRUSA Grant Funded

● Resource Page with information, templates
● Training
● Need administrators for focus group, support

Joffe Emergency Services

● https://www.joffeemergencyservices.com
● Presentation Slide Deck

https://www.joffeemergencyservices.com
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GKzVfBnQHEI-vEjc5iygpYXM3lYKMEsIJLxmkpyhV3Y/edit?_hsmi=225880500&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--AEzLZZ3djagDSutuoySHQBtrEXNRvK58KG9Bsbaf1IGx1JVNlHSgu-bebIP1JruQAQNABwvRZwSLKxnxGPp3xdr0cHw#slide=id.g135f23924e1_0_2


CAPE Update:

Title IX- Guidance for Private Schools



CAPE: History of Title IX

● Title IX- passed in 1972 to protect women from workplace, schools & athletics women were being 
treated differently than male counterparts 

● In 1972, this was grounded in biological aspect of men and women 
● 2021- President Biden directed that the institutes look at the definition of “sex” & gender identity 
● Definition change has been pursued by the executive branch without the legislative branch, which is 

typically how it occurs



Islamic Schools & Title IX

● Religious exemption can/should apply, but in question right now
● Legal proceeding regarding non-profits being, by default, recipients of federal financial 

assistance (FFA)

Steps to protect private schools: 
1. Update manuals to show how your mission is driving how you handle issues at your 

school
a. Make the connection between religious authority & your policy

i. Quote Quran/hadith/shariah principle (with hyperlinks)
2. School lunch program participants 

a. Make your board aware that there could be site visits, and clear communication to 
your board about what you are or are not doing

3. Pay attention to the updates on where this issue is and what’s happening



CAPE Update:

Nonprofit Security Grant



Nonprofit Security Grant Program

● Nonprofit Security Grant Program - Started in 2005

● Provides assistance to nonprofits that are at risk of terrorist attack, including 
schools and houses of worship

● Each individual grant is up to $150,000 
○ Less than half of the applicants are being funded
○ Funded by the state

● Goes to barriers, cameras, security personnel, etc… ways to harden these facilities

https://www.fema.gov/grants/preparedness/nonprofit-security


CAPE Update:

Title VIII Guidance



Updated Guidance on use of ESSA Funds

ESSA authorizes funds to assist all students with access to a well-rounded education and to improve school conditions for 
student learning

Better provisions in updated guidance: 
● Religious entity can be a provider or PD as long as that provider isn’t directly responsible 

for school operations
● Clarifies you can spend reasonable amount for travel out of state using Title II funds for 

PD



ONPE- Complaint Process

Private School Official has right to file complaint if the LEA has not: 

● Engaged in timely and meaningful consultation
○ LEA must engage with private school officials in timely & meaningful consultation before it 

makes any decision that impacts the opportunities of any school to participate in the Title I 
program.

■ Discuss method/sources of data that LEA will use to determine the number of children 
of low income children that reside in a participating Title I public school attendance 
area and attend a private school

■ The resulting number of children affects the proportionate share that schools receive
● Given due consideration to the views of the private school official, or

Made a decision that treats private school students equitably



ONPE- Complaint Process

● First file complaint with SEA
○ SEA has 45 days to decide on the complaint

● Interested parties may appeal the SEA’s decision to the department if: 
■ Interested party is dissatisfied with the SEA’s resolution
■ SEA does not resolve the complaint within 45 days

● Appeal must be filed no later than 30 days following SEA’s resolution of the 
complaint or its failure to resolve the complaint

● Department has 90 days following receipt of a timely appeal to issue a decision



NAEP- How did private schools do?

Longitudinal Survey:  Not enough participation!

Private Schools:

● Excluding themselves
● No data to tell the story!

PLEASE PARTICIPATE in upcoming survey if contacted: 

● October 2022
● 13 year olds
● 2 hours, limited disruption!



Admin Meeting ISLA Version 1.0

Supporting YOU
2022-2023



Upcoming Events
Strategic Planning Workshop

Register: 
isla-strategic-planning.eventbee.com

Cost: 
$50/individual (member)
$75/individual (non-member)



Upcoming Events
Islam 101

Register: 
tinyurl.com/ISLA-islam101

Cost: 
FREE!



Upcoming Events
ISLA Leadership Retreat

Date: 
December 2-4

Location:
Outside of Dallas

Cost: 
$300-450/pp



We want YOUR Opinion!
What should be the theme for our 2022 Admin Retreat?

Put your suggestion in the CHAT box NOW

We welcome all ideas (humorous, serious, chai-friendly …)



Upcoming Events
Monthly School Admin 
3rd Wednesdays of the Month

Next Date: 
October 19
9 PT / 11 CT / 12 ET

Register:  Chai With Shaza October

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMtdOugrz0uEtNFdV6JeFGUy_dM2WWXvUjS


Upcoming Events
Database Project

More details coming soon

Keep an eye on the IECN listserv



Connect with us -
Dr. Shaza Khan, ISLA Calendly

https://calendly.com/theisla/30min

I would be delighted to have one-on-one 
chats throughout the school year, and hear 
your thoughts and suggestions.

https://calendly.com/theisla/30min


Resources Shared-
Interfaith:
Dr. Sammy Alali Shared:
Jerusalem Peacebuilders
jack@jerusalempeacebuilders.org 

Rev. Deacon Jack Karn is the program Director please let him know that Dr. Ali from ILM 
Academy shared with you his contact information.

LGBTQ+ in Islamic Schools:
ISLA offers an asynchronous cohort on a regular basis

CAL EOS - Safety Award

GAIS - if want to join, contact Sr. Sufia Azmet, CISNA
sufiaazmat@gmail.com



Thank you !


