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Overview: 
UNRWA USA is an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that supports the humanitarian 
work of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA) through fundraising, advocacy, and community engagement in the United States. Its 
mission is to lift up the voices, experiences, and humanity of Palestine refugees to secure 
American support for resources essential to their well-being. https://www.unrwausa.org/ 
 
As educators, it's important to familiarize students with organizations like UNRWA USA 
for several reasons: 

1.​ Global awareness: It helps students understand complex international issues, particularly 
the long-standing situation of Palestine refugees, which is one of the longest-lasting cases 
of forced migration in modern history. 

2.​ Humanitarian education: UNRWA USA's work highlights the importance of humanitarian 
assistance and protection for vulnerable populations, teaching students about global 
solidarity and compassion. 

3.​ Educational impact: UNRWA operates over 700 schools, educating more than half a 
million girls and boys. This demonstrates the crucial role of education in human 
development, especially in challenging circumstances. 

4.​ Cultural understanding: Learning about UNRWA USA can help students gain insights 
into the experiences of Palestine refugees, fostering empathy and cross-cultural 
understanding. 

5.​ Civic engagement: Understanding UNRWA USA's work can inspire students to become 
more engaged global citizens and consider ways they can contribute to addressing 
international challenges. 

6.​ Critical thinking: Studying such organizations encourages students to analyze 
multifaceted geopolitical situations. 

By introducing students to organizations like UNRWA USA, educators can broaden their 
students' worldview, encourage critical thinking about global issues, and foster a sense of global 
citizenship and responsibility. 
 
What are some ways educators can teach their students about UNRWA USA's mission? 

1.​ Global awareness and humanitarian education: Introduce students to UNRWA USA's 
work as part of lessons on global humanitarian efforts and refugee issues. This can help 

https://www.unrwausa.org/


students understand the long-standing situation of Palestine refugees and the importance 
of international aid organizations. 

2.​ Human rights education: Incorporate UNRWA's Human Rights, Conflict Resolution and 
education program into lessons on human rights.  

3.​ Cultural understanding: Use UNRWA USA's resources to share stories and experiences of 
Palestine refugees, fostering empathy and cross-cultural understanding among students. 

4.​ Critical thinking exercises: Encourage students to analyze complex geopolitical situations 
by examining UNRWA's work in the context of broader international relations and 
humanitarian efforts. 

5.​ Civic engagement projects: Inspire students to become engaged global citizens by 
organizing awareness campaigns or fundraising activities in support of reputable relief 
organizations.  

6.​ Digital learning integration: Utilize UNRWA's Digital Learning Platform (DLP) as an 
example of innovative educational technologies in crisis situations, demonstrating how 
education can continue even in challenging circumstances. 

7.​ Comparative education studies: Compare UNRWA's educational system with local 
schools, discussing the unique challenges and achievements of educating refugee 
populations. 

8.​ Environmental awareness: Incorporate UNRWA's efforts to ensure environmentally 
friendly infrastructure into lessons on sustainability and global environmental challenges. 

9.​ Discussions on international cooperation: Use UNRWA USA as a case study to explore 
how international organizations work together to address global issues and provide 
humanitarian assistance. 

By integrating these elements into their curriculum, educators can help students develop a 
broader understanding of global issues, foster empathy for refugees, and encourage critical 
thinking about international humanitarian efforts. 
 
 


