The Role of Art in Resistance and Resilience
By Dr. Samar Al-Majaideh
July, 2024

Overview: This guide provides strategies for teaching students about the art of Sliman Mansour
and its role in Palestinian resistance. The activities emphasize understanding cultural
symbolism, artistic expression, and historical context.

Activities and Projects:
1. Art Analysis

e Objective: Understand the themes and symbols in Mansour's art.
e Instructions:
o Select several pieces of Mansour’s art.
o Have students analyze the artwork, noting symbols, themes, and emotions
conveyed.
o Discuss how these elements relate to Palestinian culture and resistance.

e Qutcome: Improved art interpretation skills and cultural understanding.
2. Creative Writing: Artist’s Perspective

e Objective: Explore the artist’s motivations and messages.
e Instructions:
o Students write a first-person narrative from Mansour’s perspective, explaining his
inspiration and the message behind a selected piece of his art.

e Outcome: Enhanced empathy and creative thinking.
3. Symbolism in Art

e Objective: Identify and understand the significance of symbols.
e Instructions:
o Research common symbols in Palestinian art (e.g., olive trees, keys).
o Create a collage or digital presentation that explains the significance of each
symbol.
e Outcome: Understanding of cultural symbols and their meanings.

4. Art Creation Project

e Objective: Encourage artistic expression and cultural reflection.

e Instructions:



o Students create their own artwork inspired by Mansour’s style and themes.

o Use various mediums such as painting, drawing, or digital art.

o Write a brief explanation of their artwork and the message they aim to convey.
o Outcome: Creative expression and application of learned concepts.

5. Interactive Discussion and Debate

e Objective: Foster critical thinking and articulate opinions.
e Instructions:
o Organize a class discussion or debate on the role of art in resistance and cultural
preservation.
o Include questions such as: How does art influence social movements? Why is
preserving cultural heritage important?
® Qutcome: Enhanced critical thinking and communication skills.

Conclusion

e Summarize key points about Sliman Mansour’s art and its impact.
e Reflect on the importance of art in preserving culture and fostering resistance.
e Encourage students to think about the role of art in their own lives and communities.

Additional Resources:

e Provide a list of books, articles, and documentaries about Sliman Mansour and
Palestinian art.
e Suggest websites and virtual galleries showcasing Palestinian art.

By engaging in these activities, students will gain a deeper understanding of Sliman Mansour's
art, its cultural significance, and the role of art in resistance and resilience.



