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Your Child’s Education:  Whose Job Is It? 
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& AbuBakr Zaid, Parent of Children in Islamic School, Master of Law 
 
Muslim parents are obliged to instill in their children the ethical and moral framework – often 
called social values – taught by the Qur’an and Sunnah.  While children are little, parents are 
with them most of the time, and the job seems fairly straightforward.  If the parents want their 
children to respect their grandparents, they teach them that directly.  However, when children 
leave home and go to school, suddenly much of that job transfers to a teacher – usually a public 
school teacher.  The public school system in America has proven that, for the most part, it can 
teach social values as well as academics.  But what values are being taught, and are these the 
values we Muslims want our children to learn?   
 
In America, social values taught in public schools are not based on Islamic teachings or values.  
They are generally considered secular (non-religious) values, and teaching them is part of each 
public school’s curriculum.  So, how does a public school decide which social values to teach?  
Because religion cannot be taught in school, educators have had to establish some sort of 
guiding principle to guide their choices.  Consequently, in order to be fair, no religion is 
selected, and there is no religion that is valued above the rest.  ALL values are treated as equal.  
All values are equally honored – whether that be sex outside marriage, dating, or whatever is 
deemed reasonable by society at the time.  This might seem like a good idea, but there are 
some serious problems with it. 
 
Probably the most important core secular value taught in public school today is self-esteem, that 
is, if you feel good about yourself, that's what counts.  For example, a student might disagree 
with the teacher’s feedback on his/her written essay by saying, “But that’s the way I write! 
That’s ME.”  The student fails to recognize that “ME” is producing very poor writing.  The value 
of “ME” is held equal to the value of writing well.   
 
Of course Muslims are deeply concerned with a child’s self-esteem, but self-esteem is nurtured 
within the context of charity, good deeds, love and responsibility toward the family and 
community, and more.  An Islamic school builds into its curriculum the Islamic values and the 
context for teaching these values that a child needs to emerge from school prepared to face the 
challenges of society.  A Muslim child can and must be proud of “ME” while recognizing that 
decisions of priority are necessary, and not all values are equal at all times.  
 
Hillary Clinton’s book It Takes A Village to Raise a Child surprised many Americans by showing 
that America needs to develop a community to support the growth and moral development of 
children.  Muslims don’t need anyone to tell them the importance of a strong extended family, 
involved school, and tight community.  Islam has always taught this.  
 
But living in America requires a strong commitment to Islamic values.  While American public 
schools teach many values that are also Islamic values, our children cannot discriminate what is 
un-Islamic from what is Islamic.  It is precisely this situation that forces us to face our own 
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responsibility to educate our own children in our own Islamic schools.  Muslim-Americans have 
to develop the courage to be different.  We owe it to our children to step forward and make 
the sacrifices – both financial and personal.  We Muslims must invest our resources in our own 
communities so that Islamic schools can grow and develop.   
 
Muslim-Americans need to take a deeper look at private Islamic schools.  Unfortunately, only 
about 4% of Muslims currently send their children to Islamic schools!  They have swallowed the 
widespread propaganda that public schools are best.  Historically, private schools have always 
been the privilege of the wealthy in any society and have always produced society’s leaders.  
Almost every American president has been the product of a public school.  It is only in the past 
few decades that public schools have become desirable at all.  Instead of looking for a nice 
home in the best public school district, Muslims need to look for the best Islamic school and 
then build or purchase a home in that community.   
 
The options need to be weighed carefully: In the best public school, can a Muslim girl wear hijab 
without fear of teasing or the need to develop maturity beyond her years in order to resist 
peer pressure?  Can a Muslim son learn the responsibility of being a father, provider, and 
excellent Muslim husband?  Will the public school provide the context or atmosphere for your 
children to learn all of these essential values?  Without a doubt, the answer is, “No.”    
 
Children in Islamic Schools are enveloped in tarbiyah – the knowledge that Islam is relevant to 
all aspects of education, thinking, living and being.  This is a core Islamic value that is completely 
missing in a public school education.  The belief that Islam is the foundation upon which we 
build our children’s lives is not only missing in public schools, it is illegal for the public school 
to teach it!   
 
The greatest task confronting Muslims today is that of solving the problem of education. We 
can neither expect nor wish for non-Muslims to do this job.  We must meet this challenge 
ourselves. No one can provide a better Islamic education for Muslim children than Muslims.   
 
The best route to solving the problem is to strengthen Islamic schools. This will enable Muslims 
to work towards a solution instead of being part of the problem. “In regard to elementary and 
secondary education, the crime of entrusting Muslim youth to non-Muslim educators must be 
stopped,” states the author of Islamization of Knowledge, a book published by the Herndon, VA 
based International Institute of Islamic Thought.  
 

"O you who believe! Ward off from yourself and your families a fire (Hell) 
whose fuel is men and stones…."  (Qur’an, Surah: Verse:).   

 
Seeking out an Islamic education and an Islamic environment for your children is a major step 
toward success and a job well done. 
 
The following questions are aimed at Muslim parents and are designed to help parents think 
about public school issues that they might take for granted or might not consider in this way. 
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Questions for Muslim parents who send their children to public schools 

 
1. Does my child’s public school actively encourage values, morals, and social interactions that 

I value?  Does it help my child feel good about outward symbols of Islam such as prayer, 
hijab, modesty, etc.? 

 
2. When was the last time I sat in my child’s class in public school and watched the teacher 

teach?  Did I ask myself if s/he was a good teacher?  How would I know? 
 
3. Am I satisfied with the size (ratio of teacher to student) of my child’s class in public school? 
 
4. Does my child’s public school teach him/her anything positive about being a Muslim?  Is my 

child constantly feeling apologetic or defensive about being Muslim? 
 
5. When has my public school invited me, or even allowed me, to help decide what my child 

will be taught and what textbooks will be used to teach it? 
 
6. If I had to pay $7,000 a year for the public education my child is currently receiving, would I 

think I was getting a good deal?  Would I be willing to sit back and pay my $7,000 per child 
($28,000 for 4 children) and not question the public school closely about my child’s 
education? Some states give public schools upwards of $8,000 each year to educate YOUR 
child. Tuition at most Islamic Schools is significantly less (approximately half that amount).   

 
7. Have I truly evaluated my child’s public school education enough to say that it is better or 

worse than the education children receive at an Islamic School? 
 
8. Am I more accepting of the public school system than my local private Islamic school 

because the public school is, in reality and truth, a better school or because I tend not to 
trust the quality of work Muslims do? 

 

 


